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THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
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To: 
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4220 Nash Court 

Oxford Business Pazrlc Soutli 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 13/02/2OO4 


Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
AMS.P52304WO 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 betow 


International appGcation No. 
PCT/GB 03/04499 


International filing date 

(dayATKinth^ 13/10/2003 


Applicant 

WESTERNGECO SEISMIC HOLDINGS LIMITED 



1 . (xl The applicant is hereby notified that the International Search Report has tieen established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
Intemattonal Search Report; however, for nrK>re details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



Where? DIrecdytothe 



International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemtn des Colomt)ettes 
121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Fasdmile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



2. 



For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

□ The applicant Is hereby notified that no tnlemational Search Report wUI be 
Article 17(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 



established and that the declaration under 



3. Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) addtional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the Intemational Bureau together with the 
I — ■ applicant's request to fonvard the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the ftoltowing: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the intemational application will be published by the Intemational Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the intemational application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the Intemational Bureau as provided in Rules QObisA and SObis.3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for intemational publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority dale, a demand for International preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 nrionths from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected t^ecause they are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the Intemational Searching Authority 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
Sffi Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Mildred Condron 



Form PCT/lSA/220(July 1998) 



^^TES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes are intended to grve the basic onstructions concerning the filing of amendments under aitide 1 9. The 
Notes are based on the reqtfirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instrudbns 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Isbtes and those requirements, the latter are applicabte. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant'a Guide, a pubfieation of WIPO. 

In these Notes, *Aftieie*, *Rule% and "Section* refer to theprovisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The applicant has, after having received the international search repoit, one opportunity to amend the daints of ttie 
international appKeation. It should however be emphasized (hat, sinee all parts of the international application (datms. 
description and drawings) may be amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, tliere is usuaHy 
no need to f3e amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be pubfished 
for the purposes of provisional protection or lias arather reason lor amending the claims before international pbutieation. 
Furthermore, it should be emphasizad that provisional protection is avalable in some States only. 



Vftnt parts of the bitemattorud appllcatton may l>e amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may t>e amended. 

During the Memationaf phase, the claims may also be amended (or fuitlier amended) under Article 34 before 
ttie International Preliminary Examiisng Authortty. The description and drawings may only bo amended under 
Article 34 before the tntemational Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of tlie international application may be amended urwler Article 26 
or, wfiere applicable. Article 41 . 



Whan? Within 2 inonthsl^om the date of tronsniittal of the international search report or 1 6 rnorill^ 

date, whichever lime imit expfaes later. R shodd be rioted, howev^ 

as having been reoervad on time if they ore received by the Intemational Burvou after the expiralion of the 
applicable time imit but befbre thecompletian of the technical preparations Ibr intemational publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Wheiv not to file the ametidnients? 

The amendments may only ba filed with \be tntamational Bureau and not with the receiving Office or ttie 
lntem«tionai Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for Mennational preliminary examination has been^s filed, see bebw. 



How? GlherbycanoellineorieornMreeridredainm,byaddingoneormore newdaimsorbyamendngtto 

one or more of the daims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sfmt of the dttms which, on account of an ameiKfenert or 
amendments, differs from the sheet origin ally filed. 

AO the daims appearing on a replacement sheet must l>e numbered in Arabic numerals. Wtiere a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other daims is required. In afl cases where daims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrattve Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The omendmefito must bo made in the tanguago bi which tholntafnalional appflcatlon Is to be puMlahed. 



What documents roust/may accompany ttie amendments? 
Uttar(SoGtlon 205(b)): 

The amendments must be sutxnitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the intemational applicabon ond the amended daims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 19(1)' (see below, under 'Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be In Bigllsh or French, at the choice of the appacant Howover, If the language of the 
faitemallonal applleatlon Is English, ttie letter must be In English; If the language of the International ^plication 
Is Froneh, the letter must be In French. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the differenoee between the ddms as filed and the claims as amended tt must, in 
paiticular, indcate, in connection with each daim appearing in the mtemational application (it being understood 
thai identical indications oonoeming several claims may be grouped),whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

Civ) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the dabn is the result of the division of a daim as fled. 



Tbe following examplea Illustrate ttie manfier In which amendments must be explained In the 
aocompanybig Mtan 

1. {Where originaay there were 48 daims and after amendment of some dainm there are 
"Claims 1 to 29. 31 , 32, 34. 35. 37 to 48 replaced by a m e nded claims bearing the same numbere; 
daims 30, 33 and 38 unchanged; new daims 49 to 51 added * 

2. (Where onginaHy there were 15 daims and after amendmeitl of ad daims there are 11]: 
'Qaima 1 to 15 replaced t>y amended daims 1 to 1 1 .* 

3. pMiereorigirwIly there were 14 claims aiKl the ameridments consist in carioelli^ 

new daims]: 

XIaims 1 to 6 and 1 4 unchanged, claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new daims IS, 16 and 17 added* or 
*aaims 7 to 1 3 car^oeHed; new daims 1 5, 16 and 17 added; all other daims unchanged.* 

4. (Where vaiious kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1*10 unchanged; daims 1 1 to 13, 16 end 19 canoeSod; claims 14, 1 5 and 16 replaced by a mende d 
daim 14; daim 17 aubdividBd into amended daims 15. 16 and 17; new daims 20 and 21 added.* 



-Statement under article 19(1)** (Rule 46^) 

The amendmarts may ba accompanied ljy a statement explaining the amendments and indcahng any impact 
that such amendments might have on tite description and the drawings (which carwiot be amended under 
Aitide19(1)). 

The statement will be putslished with the irrtemalional app&cabon and the amerKJed dakns. 
tt must be In the language In which thebitetnaAlonal apppMeallon Is to be putillahed. 
R must ba brief, not exoee(£r>g 500 words if in English or if trandated into EngBsh. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter incficating the differences twtween the claims 
as filed and as amended. It must be Oed on a separate she^ and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 19(1).* 

It may not contain any disp a f a gi ng comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contaoted in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given daim, contained in the inteiTWtional aeardi 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 



Consequence If a demand for International preliminary examination has afready been filed 

If, at ttie time of filing any amendments under Article 1 9, a demand for international prdiminary examination 
has already l>een sutxnitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing tfw amendments with the 
International Bureau, also file a copy of such amendments with the International Preliminary £xarrwing 
Authority (see Rule 62.2(a). first sentence). 



Consequenoe with regard to translation of the faitemaUonal application for entry Into the itatlonal phase 

The applicant's attention Is <frawn to the fact that, wtiere upon entry into the national phase, a traralation of ttie 
daims as amended under Article 1 9 may have to be furnished to the designatedAsleded Offices, instead off, or 
in addition to, the translation of the daims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designatedfeleded Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 

Guide. 
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